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GLAD PARK NEWS

 

   
School Priorities: Healthy, Safe and Respectful Learning Environment, Programs and Pathways, 

Literacy and Numeracy 
Glad Park PS is a dual track English (JK to 8) and French Immersion (Gr 3 to 8) School. 

 

Principal and Vice Principal:   Mme Laurie Finn and Mr. Jason Eygenraam 
Administrative Assistant and Secretaries:  Mrs. Erin Raymond; Mrs. Nancy George and Mrs. Joy Rose 

Telephone: 905 642-0224    Fax: 905 642-0471   Email: glad.park.ps@yrdsb.ca   Bell Times:  8:15 am – 2:45 pm 

Superintendent:  Mr. Paul Carew (until Nov 30) Ms Camille Logan   Telephone: 905 895-5155 
School Council Email:  glad.park.ps@sc.yrdsb.ca   

Among Friends Child Care:  905 640-2857 
School Website:  http://gladpark.ps.yrdsb.ca 

Twitter:  @GladParkPS 
Trustee: Loralee Carruthers  Telephone: 905 953-0562  Email:  loralea.carruthers@yrdsb.ca 

Board Website:  www.yrdsb.ca  Ministry Website:  www.edu.gov.on.ca    

 
School Parking Lot 

The school parking lot is not available to parents at the beginning and end of the day to drop off and pick 

up children.  Parking is available at the community centre, St Mark’s Church and student drop off and pick 

up is available in the school Kiss and Ride. 

 
 

Nov and Dec 2016 

Information on upcoming events in November and December are available on the school calendar accessed by means of the 

following link:  http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/gladpark.ps/NewsEvents/Pages/School-Calendar.aspx 

 

Modern Learning 
 

Timelines for YRDSB School Climate Surveys for Staff, Students and  Parents 

In order to provide information for Board and school planning and fulfill Ministry requirements, the YRDSB conducts survey with 

students, staff and parents on a cyclical basis.  The next administration of the YRDSB surveys are as follows:  School  Staff Survey 

(Feb/Mar 2017), Student Survey (Mar/Apr 2017) and Parent Survey (May 2017). 

 

Stouffville Legion Poster, Essay and Poem Writing Contest  

As has been announced on the morning announcements, students who would like to enter the Stouffville Legion Poster, Essay and 

Poem Writing Contest are welcome to do so by coming to the school office to pick up the entry form or by calling the Stouffville 

Legion.  Entries are due November 11 to the school office. 

 

                                            International Student Exchange Ontario 

A proud tradition of providing reciprocal exchange programs for Ontario elementary and secondary students with 

France, Switzerland, Spain, Italy, Germany and Quebec!  Information meetings will be held at Alexander Mackenzie 

High School in Richmond Hill on  Wednesday, November 16, 2016 and Tuesday, November 22, 2016 from 7:00-8:30 

p.m.  More information is available by visiting  www.iseontario.on.ca 

 

Gr 7 to 10 Homework Help 

Free online Math Tutoring is available for students in Grades 7 to 10 through twitter (@MathHWH) and facebook 

(fb.com/MathHWH).  Parents can sign up for a free guest account to get resources and tools 24/7 including math videos, 

interactive exercises and activities, a scientific calculator and more.  Parents can register at Ontario.ca/HomeworkHelp. 

 

 

 

mailto:glad.park.ps@yrdsb.ca
http://gladpark.ps.yrdsb.ca/
http://www.yrdsb.ca/
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/gladpark.ps/NewsEvents/Pages/School-Calendar.aspx
http://www.iseontario.on/
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Tutoring programs for students 

We know that learning continues outside the classroom and that students and parents need access to resources.  The 

Ontario government and its partners offer tutoring services for students to help them succeed. 

                                                                                        Ask a Teacher 
The Independent Learning Centre's Ask a Teacher is free online tutoring by certified Ontario teachers for all Ontario high school 

students. Support in English, math and science for Grades 9 to 12 is available in a live, anonymous and online format from Sunday to 

Thursday, 5:30 p.m. EST to 9:30 p.m. EST. 

                                                                                       Homework Help 
Homework Help is free, real-time math tutoring by certified Ontario teachers available to students in Grades 7 to 10 in all English-

language school boards. Students have access to live, interactive online math help funded by the Ministry of Education. This program 

is password protected and not available to the general public. 

 

Mental Health 
 

Positive Climates for Learning:  Kids Help Phone 
The ‘Kids Help Phone’ is a free, anonymous confidential phone and web counseling and referral service for children of all ages. 

Students will be provided with ‘Kids Help Phone’ brochures, and for Grades 7 and 8 students, with wallet cards. The ‘Kids Help 

Phone’ is available to students 24 hours a day, 7 days a week at 1 800 668 6868 or kidshelpphone.ca. Professional counselors at 

‘Kids Help Phone’ work as partners with students who contact the service. The counselors remain non-judgmental, always listen and 

convey a sense of empathy and compassion.  They remain confident and stable and help the young person mitigate the negative effects 

of his/her situation in an effort to improve it. ‘Kids Help Phone’ provides a place for students to turn when they need professional help 

with  questions and concerns about issues such as relationships, sex, drugs, bullying, family, school and more. 

 

Positive Climates for Learning:  Police and Board Protocol 
Starting in November, elementary and secondary administrators in the York Region District School Board participated in training on 

the revised Police and Board Protocol which outlines collaborative processes that occur between the school board and police to 

ensure public safety.  Some highlights are: 

The following activity must be reported forthwith to the police, regardless of the age of the student: 

- Criminal harassment 

- Deaths on school property 

- Extortion 

- Gang-related incidents 

- Hate and/or bias-motivated incident 

- Possession or trafficking in drugs 

- Possession or use of weapons 

- Physical assaults causing bodily harm requiring medical attention 

- Robbery 

- Sexual offences 

- Threatened or actual violence occurring within an intimate relationship 

- Threats of serious physical injury, including cyber-related incidents, social networking, instant messaging, text messaging, e-

mail, etc. 

 

The following activities may be reported to the police: 

- Being under the influence of alcohol or illegal drugs 

- Giving alcohol to a minor 

- Suicide threats 

- Trespassing 

- Threats of violence 

- Worrisome behaviour 

- Vandalism 

- Other instances deemed to require police involvement 

 

 

 

http://www.ilc.org/aat/index.php
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/elearning/homework.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/elearning/homework.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/elearning/homework.html
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Health and Safety:  Sabrina’s Law 
Anaphylaxis is a severe, life threatening allergic reaction.  Within seconds, symptoms such as itching, hives, tingling of the mouth and 

even death (due to difficulty breathing and low blood pressure) can occur.  Immediate recognition and treatment are essential. Under 

the new legislation, Sabrina’s Law, parents are obliged to: 

1. Supply information on life-threatening allergies for their child, 

2. Keep school informed with up-to-date information for their child’s file, 

3. Provide consent for the school administrators and employees to administer an Epi-Pen in response to an anaphylactic reaction and 

4. Provide up-to-date Epi-Pens to their child’s school. 

Parents are to avoid sending foods in lunches and snacks which include peanuts/peanut products.  Children who have epi-pens are 

required to wear them at all times.  We appreciate your support.  

 

Health and Safety:  Have a Health Care Question? 
Do you have a health care question regarding your child, such as: 

 Does my child need the Hep B vaccine? 

 Can one go to school with chicken pox? 

 When should I talk to my child about sex? 

 Should my child have a flu shot? 

For health-related information visit the York Region Health Services Health Connection at www.york.ca., or call 1 800 361-5653, 

Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. If you leave a message after hours staff will respond to your call within the next 

business day. 

 

 

Modern Learning 
During the months of September and October, students at Glad Park PS extended their learning outside their classroom by means of 

trips to the pumpkin patch, Markham  Fair, participation in Arts Programs and the Shane Peacock author visit at the school, outreach 

to the community by means of the Terry Fox Run and the Stouffville Food Bank Scare Hunger campaign.  They participated in the 

Healthy Snack and Roots of Empathy program and have demonstrated student leadership by taking on the roles of lunch monitors, 

hall monitors, morning announcers, and  the Student Leadership Council.  They have represented the school at the Area and Regional 

Cross Country Meets.  They have hosted and been guests at neighbouring schools for volleyball games.  They have participated in the 

Mural Club and Dance Club and have welcomed a visit by a service dog.  They have shown themselves to be kind, compassionate and 

caring individuals who contribute greatly to the positive climate at the school experienced every day.  We look forward to sharing the 

wonderful news about your child’s progress to date at the upcoming parent-teacher interviews on Thurs Nov 24 and Fri Nov 25. 

  

Remembrance Day 
On November 11, the students and staff of Glad Park PS will be pausing along with millions of other students across our nation, to 

remember and give thanks. Staff and students will be honouring the men and women who fought and died to preserve our freedoms 

and pass on the heritage of peace which we enjoy in this country. Parents are welcome to join us at 8:45 a.m. for the first assembly 

(JK to Grade 3 / 4) or at 10:30 for the second (Grade 4 / 5 to 8) assembly in the gym.  Students are welcome to wear their Brownie, 

Girl Guide, Beaver, Cubs, Scout or cadet uniform that day or part of the day.  Parents are welcome to join us for these very important 

assemblies. 

 

Celebrating Multiculturalism 
The following events will be celebrated by students at Glad Park Public School in November and December: 

 

BAHA’I FAITH:  November 1:  The Birth of the Bab.  The Bab was born Siyyid’Ali Muhammad in Shiraz in  southwestern Iran in 

1819 C.E.  His title, in Arabic, means “The Gate”.  Work and academic studies are suspended on this day. 

November 2:  The Birth of Baha’u’llah:  Baha’u’llah was born Mizra Husayn Ali into one of the leading noble families of Persia in 

1817 C.E.  His name is a title in Arabic meaning “the Glory of God.”  He is the founder of the Baha’i faith.  Work and academic 

studies are suspended on this day. 

November 26:  The Day of the Covenant:  The eldest and appointed successor of Baha’u’llah Abdu’l-Baha is referred to as the 

“Centre of the Covenant.”  The covenant was established by Baha’u’llah to safeguard the unity of the Baha’i community.  It was 

Abdu’l-Baha’s wish that the Covenant be celebrated rather than his own birth date. 

November 28:  Ascension of Abdu’l-Baha:  After years of serving both his father and the growing Baha’l community, Abdu’l-Baha 

passed away in Haifa Israel in 1921 C.E. 

CHRISTIANITY:  November 1:  All Saints Day is observed as a special day in many Christian churches.   

November 27:   The First Sunday of Advent begins preparations for Christmas.  In homes and churches, Christians set out special 

candle holders or Advent wreaths (Western). 

http://www.york.ca/


 

 

4 

4 

December 25: Christmas (Western calendar) celebrates the birth of Jesus about 2000 years ago in Bethlehem.  Christians believe 

that Jesus of Nazareth is the son of God, and accept him as their Saviour and Lord.  In many families, Christmas Eve is celebrated 

with big dinners, visiting and carol-singing, often followed by midnight church services. 

HINDUISM:  November 1-6:  Skanda Shashti Vratham is a six-day fasting period.  It commemorates the destruction of evil by the 

Lord Murugan (Subramanya), who is the second son of Lord Siva and is celebrated with the dramatic enactment of Soora 

Samhaaram. 

ISLAM:  December 13:  Mawlid-un-Nabi celebrates the birth of the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). 

December 13:  Aga Khan (Ismaili) December 13 marks the birthday of His Highness Prince Karim Aga Khan, the 49th hereditary 

Imam-of-the-Time descended from the progeny of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh).  It is referred to as salgirah Khushiali and is a 

celebratory occasion for Ismaili Muslims to express love, loyalty and devotion to their Imam. 

JAINISM:  November 5:  Jnana Panchami, the day of knowledge, observed with Pooja (ritualistic offering) to pay homage to 

Saraswati Devi, the deity of knowledge and learning.  

December 10:  Maun-agiyaras is a day of fasting, silence and meditation. 

JUDAISM: December 25 to January : Chanukah (Festival of Lights) which celebrates religious freedom by commemorating the 

victory of the Jew over Antiochus who tried to outlaw the practice of Judaism.  Starting on the eve of December 24, candles are lit in 

increasing numbers for eight nights in a “Chanukiah”, a special candelabrum containing nine candles.  

KWANZAA:  December 26:  Kwanzaa named after the Swahili word for “first fruits” is a seven day cultural celebration initiated by 

African Americans starting on December 26th.  Each day a candle is lit and placed in a seven-cup candelabrum called a kinara that 

sits on a straw mat adorned with fruit and vegetables.  The participants discuss the principles or Nguzo Saba of Kwanzaa:  unity, self-

determination, collective responsibility, cooperative economics, purpose, creativity and faith.  On the final night of the celebration, 

friends and relatives gather for a feast known as Karamu. 

SIKHISM:  November 14:  Birthday of Guru Nanak Dev Ji.  The founder of the Sikh faith was born in 1469 C.E. 

November 24:  Martyrdom of Guru Tegh Bahadar Ji.  The Guru was executed in 1675 C.E. by a Mughal emperor.  Sikhs believe that 

he gave his life to save the Hindu faith and religious liberty. 

ZOROASTRIANISM:  December 26:  Death of Prophet Zarathustra who was the founder of the Zoroastrian faith.  His dates are 

uncertain but Westerners believe he lived in the first or the second millennium B.C.E.   

 

Lost and Found 
Lost items are placed in our Lost and Found box, situated in the front foyer.  Students and parents are encouraged to check the Lost 

and Found box to claim lost articles and clothing. Small, valuable items such as watches, keys, and glasses, are kept in the office until 

claimed.  Lost and found is donated monthly to a local charity. 
 

Volunteers 
We highly value our volunteers at Glad Park Public School and are optimistic that we will continue to have a great show of support 

for our students and teachers. Volunteers work in many capacities in the school.  They can work directly in the classroom, in the 

library, in the office, or helping with special functions.  If you are interested in volunteering at Glad Park Public School, please fill 

out the volunteer form sent home on Tuesday, September 6 in the School Start Up package, and return it to the school.  A police check 

is required (a discount is available by using the form provided hard copy by the school upon request).  A Vulnerable Sector Screening 

form is needed to be completed annually.  Police checks can be completed on line using the following link:  Here is the link for parents 

to do the VSS online.  http://www.yrp.ca/en/services/vulnerable-sector-check.asp 

 

Thank you Mac’s Convenience Store! 

Mac’s Milk, 5946 Main Street is supporting Glad Park PS and giving back to the community by donating 1 / 4 of each cent spent on 

gas back to the school for the year.  Thank you, Mac’s Convenience Store! 

 

Healthy Snacks 
Healthy snack will be done a little different this year. The program will run once a week on a Tuesday alternating each division 

(primary, jr, int). Any student who does not have a snack can go to the office and get one.  There will be a snack available on the front 

counter for the students to help themselves as needed.  

If any parents would like to contribute to the snack program by bringing in a monetary contribution, please contact Mrs. Brown. 

 

Girls Inc 

Girls Inc. is up and running but it is not too late to register to the program. The program is for girls age 12-14 and runs on 

Wednesdays and Thursdays after school from 2:45 to 4:45pm Please see Mrs. Brown for registration forms or you can go on their 

website www.girlsincyork.org Their mission is to empower girls to be strong, smart and bold.  We look forward to having as many 

girls as possible to be a part of this program. 

Warm Clothing 
As the weather conditions change, parents are reminded to send their children to school with appropriate outerwear. Layers of 

clothing are ideal for variable conditions during the fall.  All children go outside for recesses each day for 30 minutes at morning 

http://www.yrp.ca/en/services/vulnerable-sector-check.asp
http://www.girlsincyork.org/
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recess, and 35 minutes at lunch recess (weather permitting), so it is very important that they are dressed appropriately. Parents of 

younger children may want to send in spare clothing (pants and socks are often needed) in a labeled bag for those wet, slushy, snowy 

days ahead.   

 
Mr. Eygenraam and Mme Finn 

Vice Principal and Principal 

 


